Al CITATION CHECKLIST FOR WRITERS

10 things to check before you publish - ordered by impact on Al citation
nicolaziady.com | June 2026

WHY THIS MATTERS

There is now an Al layer between your content and your audience. ChatGPT, Perplexity, and Google Al Overviews decide what gets cited - and they don't care how well you write. They
care how well your content is structured for extraction. Al engines analyzed 680 million citations in 2026 (5SWPR). 90% of brands had zero Al mentions despite publishing consistently

(SEJ). The gap between ranking and being cited is the Invisibility Paradox. The 10 fixes below are things you control - in your copy, before you hit send.

PAGE10F2 - HIGHEST IMPACT: DO THESE FIRST

Put your answer in the first 100 words
Al engines extract the first 1-2 sentences per section and move on. If your opening paragraph is context-setting, the engine skips you and cites the next source.
Answer first. Context second. Every time.

2 Write one sentence that names, describes, and evidences each key claim
Al citation engines need the full unit in the same sentence - the claim, the named source, and the number. 'UC co-op has placed students with 1,700+ employers
across 47 states (UC Career Development Center)' is citable. 'We have strong co-op outcomes' is not.

3 Add a statistic with a named source - inline, not in a footnote
Princeton (KDD 2024) tested 9 optimization methods across 10,000 queries. Named stats boosted Al citation visibility by 41% - more than readability
improvements, structural changes, or quotations combined. Place the stat at the moment the claim appears.

Use H2 subheads - if there are none, Al treats your piece as one unreadable block
Long-form content with clear H2/H3 structure earns 2.7x more Al citations than pages without it (Digital Applied, 863K queries, 2026). Every section needs a
heading that independently answers the question it implies. Named entities and query-shaped headings pass the test.

B Write a FAQ block - natural language, direct answers only
FAQ sections mirror exactly how Al synthesizes responses. Each Q&A pair is a discrete extractable unit. Write questions the way a person actually asks them. Lead
each answer with the direct response in the first sentence. No preamble. No context-setting.

0,

44%

of Al citations come from
the first 30% of content
Superlines, 2026

89%

higher citation selection
for sourced, verifiable
stats Wellows, 2026

41%

citation lift from named
stats alone Princeton,
2024

2.7x

more Al citations with
structured H2/H3 Digital
Applied, 2026

3.2x

more Al citations with FAQ
structure Bigeye, 2026



Al CITATION CHECKLIST FOR WRITERS

Al Citation Checklist - continued
nicolaziady.com | June 2026

PAGE2OF2 - STRUCTURALAND ENTITY SIGNALS

6 Define every named program, award, or initiative on first use 0,
.0/0
An Al engine hitting an undefined proper noun - a program name, an award title, an internal initiative - cannot extract it as a citable entity. One definition sentence entity density in cited

at the point of first mention. The program name, what it does, and who it serves. contentvs 5-8% in
standard text Indig, 2026

7 Name your frameworks - coin your concepts 0%
Al prefers sources that add original value: research, case studies, proprietary frameworks. Content with roughly 30% original insights earns significantly higher Al original insight threshold
visibility than content that rephrases existing ideas (AuthorityTech, 2026). Named frameworks create citation anchors that compound. for higher Al visibility

AuthorityTech, 2026

8  Hyperlink every named external organization inline 2 8X
Outbound links to named third-party organizations are a trust signal for both Google and Al citation engines. If you reference a partner, a funder, an accrediting mo:e likely cited by
body, or a named institution - link it at the point it appears. Not in a sources section at the bottom. ChatGPT with presence

across 4+ platforms
Contently, 2026

9 Keep your bio and credentials consistent everywhere you publish 59%
Before Al cites you, it needs to be confident about who you are. Same name, title, and credential framing on your website bio, LinkedIn, YouTube, and author tag. of ChatGPT citations go to
Inconsistency reads as an unreliable entity. Unreliable entities don't get cited. individual creators

Semrush, 2026

Update your best content - recency decay starts at 4-5 days X
Perplexity runs real-time search on every query. Citation performance drops after 4-5 days without an update (GenOptima, 2026). Add one new statistic. Update more likely cited i

the intro paragraph. That resets the recency signal without touching the rest of the post. updated within 3 months
HubSpot, 2025

THE CITE FRAMEWORK - apply to every piece you publish

C Coin your concepts I Inline your evidence T Triangulate surfaces E Establish your entity
Name your frameworks, methods, and processes. Source every stat and claim at the exact point Publish consistent signals across your website, Same name, bio, credentials, and headshot

Proper nouns get cited. Generic advice gets it appears. Al citation engines follow the LinkedIn, YouTube, and press. Al citation everywhere. Consistency tells Al engines you are a
paraphrased into nothing. attribution chain inline. confidence rises with breadth. reliable, citable source.




